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GRANITE STATERS DIVIDED ON EMPLOYER VACCINE MANDATE; NEARLY ALL UNVACCINATED WILL LEAVE JOB IF SHOT REQUIRED
DURHAM, NH - Granite Staters are divided over President Biden's plan to require large employers to ensure employees are vaccinated
against COVID-19 or are tested weekly. Slim majories support requiring healthcare workers and federal workers and contractors to be
vaccinated while support is higher for requiring employers to provide paid me off for vaccinaons. Just under one in five New
Hampshire adults say they wil not get a COVID-19 vaccine and nearly al of these individuals say they would leave their job if vaccinaon
were required. Face mask usage is unchanged since June in the state but stress related to the pandemic has increased. Many Granite
Staters expect the COVID-19 situaon to get worse rather than beer over the next six months.
These findings are based on the latest Granite State Pol*, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. One thousand
and eighty-one (1,081) Granite State Panel members completed the survey online between September 16 and September 20, 2021. The
margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 3.0 percent. Data were weighted by respondent sex, age, educaon, and region of the state
to targets from the most recent American Community Survey (ACS) conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, as wel as party registraon
levels provided by the NH Secretary of State and 2020 elecon results in NH. Granite State Panel members are recruited from
randomly-selected landline and cel phone numbers across New Hampshire and surveys are sent periodicaly to panel members.
Execuve Handling of COVID-19
In the wake of President Biden's announcement of several proposals related to the COVID-19 pandemic, for the first me a majority of
Granite Staters (51%) say that they disapprove of President Biden's handling of the COVID-19 pandemic while 48% say they approve and
1% are unsure. Disapproval of Biden's handling of the pandemic has increased since August (44%) and is considerably higher than when
he first took office in January (30%). Ninety-seven percent of Democrats approve of Biden's handling of COVID-19 but only 25% of
Independents and 6% of Republicans feel this way.
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* We ask that this copyrighted informaon be referred to as the Granite State Pol, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center.
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 Support or Oppose Vaccine Mandates
Granite Staters are more supporve of the other proposals announced recently by President Biden. Fiy-eight percent strongly (45%) or
somewhat (12%) support requiring employers to provide paid me off for employees to get vaccinated while only 29% are opposed.
Smaler majories support requiring COVID-19 vaccinaons for al health care workers who work at places that receive Medicare or
Medicaid funds (54%) and requiring vaccinaons for al federal workers and for al contractors that do business with the federal
government (51%). Among those who are vaccinated, two-thirds or more support each of these mandates while less than 10% of those







Opinion on Federal COVID-19 Vaccinaon Mandates
President Biden announced several federal mandates related to vaccinaons against COVID-19, including a requirement that al
employers with 100 or more employees ensure their workers are tested weekly for COVID-19 or are vaccinated. Granite Staters are
divided in their opinion on this policy: 48% strongly (44%) or somewhat (4%) support this policy, 45% strongly (38%) or somewhat (7%)
oppose it, 3% are neutral, and 4% don't know or are unsure. The large majority of Democrats (94%) support this policy, the large
majority of Republicans (90%) oppose it, and Independents are divided, with 31% in support, 38% opposed, and 27% unsure. Sixty-two
percent of those who are fuly or paraly vaccinated approve of this proposal but more than three-quarters (78%) of those who are
unvaccinated are opposed.






























Support or Oppose Vaccine Mandate - Al Employers with 100+ Employees Must Ensure Workers Vaccinated or Tested Weekly







 Likelihood of Receiving COVID-19 Vaccine




























Among those who say they wil probably not or almost certainly not get vaccinated for COVID-19 (N=187), 91% say they would leave
their job if their employer required them to get vaccinated, only 7% say they would get vaccinated, and 2% are unsure. Those who don't
plan to get vaccinated are significantly more likely than in August to say they would leave their job if their employer required them to
get vaccinated.




















Four in five New Hampshire adults (80%) say they have been fuly or paraly vaccinated against COVID. Less than 1% say they wil
almost certainly or probably get vaccinated in the future, while 18% say they wil probably not (2%) or almost certainly not (16%) get
vaccinated, largely unchanged since August (19%). Nearly al (97%) of those aged 65 and older say they are fuly or paraly vaccinated
but only 75% of those aged 18 to 64 say the same. Democrats (98%) remain far more likely than Republicans (69%) or Independents
(61%) to say they are fuly or paraly vaccinated.
Decision if Employer Required COVID-19 Vaccinaon
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Reasons Unlikely to Receive COVID-19 Vaccine (Select al that apply) - September 2021
Among those who say they wil probably not or almost certainly not get a COVID-19 vaccine (N=187), most give several reasons for their
decision. More than three in four say they don't plan to get vaccinated because they don't believe the vaccine is safe (79%) or because
they don't believe the vaccine wil be effecve at stopping them from ge ng COVID-19 (76%), two-thirds (66%) don't trust the
pharmaceucal companies that manufactured the vaccines, and 54% say they've already had COVID-19 so they don't feel ge ng
vaccinated is necessary. Fewer unvaccinated adults say they don't plan to get vaccinated because they don't believe COVID-19 is a
serious threat to their health (29%), because they don't believe in vaccines in general (16%), because the vaccine is contrary to their
religious beliefs (10%), because they are medicaly unable to receive vaccines (5%), or offer another reason (10%) why they are unlikely
to receive the vaccine.
Responses to this queson closely mirror those provided in August.
The U.S. Food and Drug Administraon has fuly approved Pfizer's COVID-19 vaccine. However, this has had very lile impact on those
who have not yet been vaccinated (N=217) - only 2% say that this makes them more likely to get vaccinated, 93% say it does not make
them more likely to get vaccinated, and 5% are unsure what effect it wil have.
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Fiy-six percent of New Hampshire adults say that they always (45%) or somemes (11%) wear a mask or face covering when shopping at
a grocery store or pharmacy, 14% rarely do so in this situaon, and 30% never do so. A similar number always or somemes wear a mask
when going to an office or another place of work (54%) or when ge ng takeout from a restaurant (50%), while 41% always or somemes
do so when eang at a restaurant sing inside. Less than one-third always or somemes wear a mask when socializing with family or
friends they don't live with (32%), when going to an indoor gym (23%), or when exercising outside (7%).
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Frequency Wearing Mask or Face Covering - September 2021
Always Sometimes Rarely Never
Although it is counter-intuive, residents who are fuly or paraly vaccinated are significantly more likely to say they wear masks than
those who are unvaccinated. More than two-thirds of those who are vaccinated say they always or somemes wear a mask when
shopping at a grocery store or pharmacy (69%) or when going to an office or another place of work (67%) but among those who are
unvaccinated only 13% and 18% respecvely say they wear a mask always or somemes in these situaons.
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Always or Somemes Wear Mask or Face Covering - By Vaccinaon Status
OVERALL Fuly or partialy vaccinated Unvaccinated
Despite cases of COVID-19 in New Hampshire reaching their highest points since February, mask usage among Granite Staters is largely
unchanged since June and remains far lower than in May or at earlier points in the pandemic.
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Reasons Why Never Wear Mask (Select al that apply) - September 2021
Among those who say they do not wear a mask in these or any other situaon (N=133), 67% say that they never wear a mask because
they don't believe masks wil be effecve at stopping the spread of COVID-19, 37% say they don't feel physicaly comfortable wearing a
mask, 35% say they just don't like wearing a mask, and 31% say they have already had the COVID-19 vaccine so they don't feel it's
necessary to wear a mask. Less than one-third say they never wear a mask because they don't believe COVID-19 is a serious threat to
their health (21%), because they already had COVID-19 so they don't feel its necessary (14%), or for another reason (28%).


































Frequency Wearing Mask or Face Covering - May 2020 to Sep 2021
Exercising outside
Getting takeout from a restaurant
Shopping at a grocery store or pharmacy
Socializing with family/friends you don't live with
General Stress as a Result of the COVID-19 Pandemic

























Stress about the COVID-19 pandemic among New Hampshire residents now matches levels seen in December 2020. Thirty-three percent
of Granite Staters place themselves at 7, 8, 9, or 10 when asked to place themselves on a 0-10 scale rang their overal level of stress as a
result of COVID-19, up from 22% in June. Twenty-four percent report moderate stress (4, 5, or 6 on a 0-10 scale) and 43% report low
stress (0, 1, 2, or 3 on a 0-10 scale), down from 53% in June.
Self-idenfied Democrats (+30 percentage points), women (+23), and those aged 65 and older (+23) are more likely than in June to say
they are highly stressed as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, while Independents (-13), those aged 35 to 49 (+0), and self-idenfied
Republicans (+1) are equaly likely or less likely than in June to be highly stressed.
0-3 (Low stress) 4-6 (Moderate stress) 7-10 (High stress)
Granite Staters are pessimisc in their short-term assessment of the COVID-19 pandemic: only 9% believe things related to the pandemic
wil be much (5%) or somewhat (4%) beer in one month than they are now while 46% believe things wil be somewhat (27%) or much
(19%) worse. New Hampshire residents also do not expect things to improve within three months - only 18% predict things wil be beer
while 42% predict things wil be worse. However, residents are more opmisc over the longer term: 42% expect things to be beer in
six months and only 21% expect things to be worse, while a majority (57%) expect things to be beer in twelve months and only 10%
expect things to be worse than they are now.
















Granite State Pol Methodology
These findings are based on the latest Granite State Pol, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. One thousand
and eighty-one (1,081) Granite State Panel members completed the survey online between September 16 and September 20, 2021. The
margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 3.0 percent. These MSE's have not been adjusted for design effect. The response rate for
the September 2021 Granite State Pol is 30%. The design effect for the survey is 2.7%.
Data were weighted by respondent sex, age, educaon, and region of the state to targets from the most recent American Community
Survey (ACS) conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, as wel as party registraon levels provided by the NH Secretary of State and to
2020 elecon results in New Hampshire.
The Granite State Panel is part of an effort by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center to invesgate new ways of gathering and
understanding the opinion of New Hampshire residents. Approximately 7,500 New Hampshire adults have been recruited from
randomly selected landline and cel phone numbers to parcipate in the panel. Panelists are then asked to parcipate in online surveys
sponsored by the UNH Survey Center.
The number of respondents in each demographic below may not equal the number reported in cross-tabulaon tables as some
respondents choose not to answer some quesons. Due to rounding, percentages may not sum to 100%.
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September 2021 Granite State Pol Demographics
Strongly support
Somewhat






Support or Oppose Vaccine Mandate - Al Employers with 100+ Employees Must Ensure Workers Vaccinated or Tested Weekly
President Biden recently announced new policies regarding COVID-19 vaccinaons in the United States. Below, please indicate whether
you support or oppose each of the folowing new policies - Requiring al employers with 100+ employees to ensure their workers are
vaccinated or tested weekly
Support or Oppose Vaccine Mandate - Al Federal Workers and Contractors Must Be Vaccinated
President Biden recently announced new policies regarding COVID-19 vaccinaons in the United States. Below, please indicate whether
you support or oppose each of the folowing new policies - Requiring vaccinaons for al federal workers and for al contractors that do
business with the federal government
Strongly support
Somewhat






Support or Oppose Vaccine Mandate - Al Healthcare Workers Receiving Federal Funds Must Be Vaccinated
President Biden recently announced new policies regarding COVID-19 vaccinaons in the United States. Below, please indicate whether
you support or oppose each of the folowing new policies - Requiring COVID-19 vaccinaons for al health care workers who work at
places that receive Medicare or Medicaid funds
Strongly support
Somewhat






Support or Oppose Vaccine Mandate - Employers Required Give Paid Time Off for Vaccinaon
President Biden recently announced new policies regarding COVID-19 vaccinaons in the United States. Below, please indicate whether










Approval of President Biden's Handling of Coronavirus (COVID-19) Situaon





























Likelihood of Receiving COVID-19 Vaccine
How likely is it that you wil get vaccinated against COVID-19?
Fuly vaccinated
Partialy






























Decision if Employer Required COVID-19 Vaccinaon
Which of the folowing comes closest to what you would do in the folowing hypothecal situaon?
If your employer required you to get vaccinated against COVID-19 in order for you to keep working at your job













Frequency Wearing Mask - Going to Grocery Store or Pharmacy
How oen do you wear a mask or face covering in the folowing situaons when you are unable to maintain social distancing? Shopping
at a grocery store or pharmacy



















Reasons Unlikely to Receive Vaccine











Don't trust vaccine wil be
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Effect of U.S. FDA Ful Approval of Pfizer Vaccine on Likelihood of Ge ng Vaccinated
The U.S. Food and Drug Administraon has now fuly approved Pfizer's COVID-19 vaccine. Does this development make you more likely
to consider ge ng vaccinated against COVID-19?




Frequency Wearing Mask - Exercising Outside
How oen do you wear a mask or face covering in the folowing situaons when you are unable to maintain social distancing?
Exercising outside



















Frequency Wearing Mask - Ge ng Takeout from a Restaurant
How oen do you wear a mask or face covering in the folowing situaons when you are unable to maintain social distancing? Ge ng
takeout from a restaurant



















Frequency Wearing Mask - Socializing with Friends/Family Don't Live With
How oen do you wear a mask or face covering in the folowing situaons when you are unable to maintain social distancing?
Socializing with family/friends you don't live with



















Frequency Wearing Mask - Eang Indoors at Restaurant
How oen do you wear a mask or face covering in the folowing situaons when you are unable to maintain social distancing? Eang at
a restaurant sing inside




Frequency Wearing Mask - Going to an Indoor Gym
How oen do you wear a mask or face covering in the folowing situaons when you are unable to maintain social distancing? Going to
an indoor gym




Frequency Wearing Mask - Going to Office or Workplace
How oen do you wear a mask or face covering in the folowing situaons when you are unable to maintain social distancing? Going to
an office or another place of work




Reasons Why Never Wear Mask



























wearing a mask Other
September 2021 37% 28%31% 35%67%21%14%
General Stress Related to COVID-19 Pandemic
In general, on a scale from 0 to 10, where 0 means not at al stressed and 10 means extremely stressed, how stressed are you as a
result of the COVID-19 pandemic?



















Believe COVID-19 Pandemic Wil Be Beer or Worse - 1 Month
Do you believe the COVID-19 pandemic situaon wil be beer or worse in the country as a whole in the folowing meframes? In one
month






Believe COVID-19 Pandemic Wil Be Beer or Worse - 3 Months
Do you believe the COVID-19 pandemic situaon wil be beer or worse in the country as a whole in the folowing meframes? In three
months






Believe COVID-19 Pandemic Wil Be Beer or Worse - 6 Months
Do you believe the COVID-19 pandemic situaon wil be beer or worse in the country as a whole in the folowing meframes? In six
months






Believe COVID-19 Pandemic Wil Be Beer or Worse - 12 Months
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Support or Oppose Vaccine Mandate - Employers Required Give Paid Time Off for Vaccinaon
Approve Disapprove Neither/DK
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Likelihood of Receiving COVID-19 Vaccine
Get a COVID-19 vaccine Leave your job Don't know/Not sure
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Decision if Employer Required COVID-19 Vaccinaon
Already had COVID-19









is a serious threat to
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Reasons Unlikely to Receive Vaccine
Yes No Don't know/Not sure








































































































































Effect of U.S. FDA Ful Approval of Pfizer Vaccine on Likelihood of Ge ng Vaccinated
Always Sometimes Rarely Never
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Frequency Wearing Mask - Going to Grocery Store or Pharmacy
Always Sometimes Rarely Never
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Frequency Wearing Mask - Exercising Outside
Always Sometimes Rarely Never
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Frequency Wearing Mask - Ge ng Takeout from a Restaurant
Always Sometimes Rarely Never
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Frequency Wearing Mask - Socializing with Friends/Family Don't Live With
Always Sometimes Rarely Never
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Frequency Wearing Mask - Eang Indoors at Restaurant
Always Sometimes Rarely Never
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Frequency Wearing Mask - Going to an Indoor Gym
Always Sometimes Rarely Never
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Frequency Wearing Mask - Going to Office or Workplace
Already had COVID-19 so don't
feel its necessary
Don't believe COVID-19 is a
serious threat to your health
Don't believe masks wil be
effective at stopping the
spread of COVID-19
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Reasons Why Never Wear Mask
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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Believe COVID-19 Pandemic Wil Be Beer or Worse - 12 Months
